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I' m very pleased to be the recipient of this year’ s Teaching Excellence Award at TTI. I’ m very grateful to my
students for nominating me for this award, and [ also wish to thank President Hotate for conferring me with the
award.

It’ s been a great pleasure to teach here at TTI for the past two years. When I first came to TTI, [ wasn’t sure
how open students would be to learning English given that TTI is an engineering school. Personally, when I was
studying to get my own engineering degree, [ had no interest in learning other languages, and my interest in
languages did not come until later. However, students here have pleasantly surprised me with their willingness
to try hard at learning to communicate in English, even if their English background has not been strong, and this
has been very inspiring to me.

[ think that one of the keys to my success at TTI has been my emphasis on English as a useful communication
tool. Far too much English instruction in Japan treats English merely as an intellectual exercise whose sole
purpose is to pass standardized tests, and this approach does not motivate students to keep up their English
skills long—term. In each of my classes, whether it be a TOEFL class or a writing class, I have always allotted
students some time for spoken conversations about a variety of topics, and in this way, students never forget
the true purpose of English: meaningful communication.

I'm glad that my students at TTI seem to have appreciated my approach to teaching English, and I hope I will
be able to inspire students to higher levels of English excellence in the future.

Thank you
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