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I am honored to receive the (Online) Teaching Excellence Award this year, too.

[ offer my heartfelt thanks to my former and current students who nominated me for the Teaching Excellence Award and
to the President Hotate for conferring the Award.

It is an honor and a privilege to join the list of prior “Teaching Excellence” winners, many of whom I have known,
admired, and been inspired by from the start of my professional career here at Toyota Technological Institute.

Now I would like to share with you some of my thoughts on the nature of excellence in teaching.
It is my belief that there are two essential components to effective teaching. First, the material to be learned must be
presented in a competent fashion. I shall refer to such a presentation as the lecture. However, teaching involves more
than lecturing. Learning requires that the students be actively involved. I consider the motivation of student involvement
to be one of the most essential components of effective teaching.

I would like to point out that the techniques I have found most effective have one common element, scholarly
conversation among all in the classroom. In using the term “conversation,” I do mean to imply that this intercourse is
social and often informal. Humans are social creatures, and they learn best in a social context.

‘Conversation is intrinsically more interesting than a lecture, so it helps keep the students, and the professor, attentive.
‘While the lecture belongs to the professor, the conversation is owned by all in the classroom. Learning becomes the
students’ accomplishment, not just something imposed on them by a lecturer.

-Conversation allows the students to test their understanding of newly learned material, expressing it in their own words
and receiving feedback from others.

‘Conversation helps us see the studied material from different perspectives.

‘Conversation allows the teacher to judge how well the students have learned the material, and what misconceptions they
may have formed. Armed with this information, the effective teacher can re—present the material to reinforce his earlier
lecture and to dispel any misconceptions that may have arisen.

Once again, my heartfelt thanks to TTI students for their nomination and I will continue to bring “innovation and
creativity to my lectures and always strive to stay ahead of the times”.

Thank you very much.
Mario Nonkovikj
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